The Battle of Little Bighorn
An Eyewitness Account by the Lakota Chief Red Horse
recorded in pictographs and text
at the Cheyenne River Reservation, 1881

Five springs ago 1. with many Sioux Indians, took down and packed up our tipis and moved from Cheyenne river to
the Rosebud river, where we camped a few days: then took down and packed up our lodges and moved to the Little
Bighom river and pitched our lodges with the large camp of Sioux

The Sioux were camped on the Little Bighom river as follows: The lodges of the Uncpapas were pitched highest up
the river under a bluff. The Santee lodges were pitched next The Oglala's lodges were pitched next. The Brule
lodges were pitched next. The Minneconjou lodges were pitched next. The Sans Arcs' lodges were pitched next. The
Blackfeet lodges were pitched next. The Cheyenne lodges were pitched next. A few Arikara Indians were among the
Sioux (being without lodges of their own). Two-Kettles, among the other Sioux (without lodges).

1 was a Sioux chief in the council lodge. My lodge was pitched in the center of the camp. The day of the attack 1and
four women were a short distance from the camp digging wild turnips. Suddenly one of the women attracted my
attention to a cloud of dust rising a short distance from camp. 1 soon saw that the soldiers were charging the camp.
To the camp I and the women ran. When [ arrived a person told me to hurry to the council lodge. The soldiers
charged so quickly we could not talk (council). We came out of the counci! lodge and talked in all directions The
Sioux mount horses, take guns, and go fight the soldiers. Women and children mount horses and go, meaning to get
out of the way

Among the soldiers was an officer who rode a horse with four white feet. [This officer was evidently Capt. French,
Seventh Cavalry.] The Sioux have for a long time fought many brave men of different people, but the Sioux say this
officer was the bravest man they had ever fought. 1 don't know whether this was Gen. Custer or not. Many of the
Sioux men that [ hear talking tell me it was. [ saw this officer in the fight many times, but did not see his body. It has
been told me that he was killed by a Santee Indian, who took his horse. This officer wore a large-brimmed hat and a
deerskin coat. This officer saved the lives of many soldiers by turning his horse and covering the retreat. Sioux say
this officer was the bravest man they ever fought. I saw two officers looking alike, both having long yellowish hair.

Before the attack the Sioux were camped on the Rosebud river. Sioux moved down a river running into the Little
Bighomn river, crossed the Little Bighorn river, and camped on its west bank.

This day [day of attack] a Sioux man started to go to Red Cloud agency, but when he had gone a short distance from
calrlnp he saw a cloud of dust rising and turned back and said he thought a herd of buffalo was coming near the
village.

The day was hot. In a short time the soldiers charged the camp. [This was Maj. Reno's battalion of the Seventh
Cavalry.] The soldiers came on the trail made by the Sioux camp in moving. and crossed the Little Bighorn river
above where the Sioux crossed, and attacked the lodges of the Uncpapas. farthest up the river. The women and
children ran down the Little Bighom river a short distance into a ravine. The soldiers set fire to the lodges. All the
Sioux now charged the soldiers and drove them in confusion across the Little Bighom river, which was very rapid
and several soldiers were drowned in it On a hill the soldiers stopped and the Sioux surrounded them. A Sioux ma;n
came and said that a different party of Soldiers had all the women and children prisoners. Like a whirlwind the word

“:?r‘j around, and the Sioux all heard it and left the soldiers on the hill and went quickly to save the women and
children

From the hill that the soldiers were on to the place where the different soldiers [by this term Red-Horse always
means the battalion immediately commanded by General Custer, his mode of distinction being that they were a
different body from that first encountered] were seen was level ground with the exception of a creek. Sioux thought
the soldiers on the hill [i.e., Reno's battalion] would charge them in rear, but when they did not the S.ioux lhough%the

had killed all the different soldiers the Sioux all went back

soldiers on the hill were out of cartridges. As soon as we e ie i1l on which were the soldiers until a Sioux man

to kill the soldiers on the hill. All the Sioux watched arou

i i i ing of the walking soldiers was the saving of the
d walking soldiers were coming near. The coming of tf i ' f
::;:iee:::a] ﬂw:ﬁ:ySioux cagn not fight the walking soldiers [infantry), being afraid of them, so the Sioux hurriedly

left.

The soldiers charged the Sioux camp about noon. The soldiers were _divided‘ one party <;hargmgr ng:;l::lvtlo ;}:d c;r‘ll;:
After driving these soldiers across the river, the Sioux charged the different soldiers fi.e., Custfh s‘] hands‘ ande
them in confusion: these soldiers became foolish, many throw‘mg away‘thenr guns and raising “en'f‘he . a o);e im
"Sioux, pity us: take us prisoners.” The Sioux did not take a single solgi:ef prisoner, t?ut killed all of ::d o
left alive for even a few minutes. These different soldiers discharged taeir guns but little. | took a gun WO s
off two dead soldiers; out of one belt two cartridges were gone, out of the other five.

i i 2 i ich the soldiers were

The Sioux took the guns and cartridges off the dead soldiers and went to the hill on whicl t rs .
surrounded and fought them with the guns and cartridges of the dead soldiers. Had the soldiers not vdlvnded I think
they would have killed many Sioux. The different soldiers [i.e., Custer's battalion] that the Sioux killed mad; five
brave stands. Once the Sioux charged right in the midst of the different soldiers and scattered them all, fighting

among the soldiers hand to hand.

One band of soldiers was in rear of the Sioux. When this band of soldiers charged, the Sioux fell back, and the Sioux
and the soldiers stood facing each other Then all the Sioux became brave and charged the soldiers. The Sioux went
but a short d before they sep d and sur ded the soldiers. 1 could see the officers riding in front of the
soldiers and hear them shooting. Now the Sioux had many killed. The soldiers killed 136 and wounded 160 Sioux.
The Sioux killed all these different soldiers in the ravine.

The soldiers charged the Sioux camp farthest up the river. A short time after the different soldiers charged the village
below. While the different soldiers and Sioux were fighting together the Sioux chief said, "Sioux men, go watch
soldiers on the hill and prevent their joining the different soldiers." The Sioux men took the clothing off the dead and
dressed themselves in it. Among the soldiers were white men who were not soldiers. The Sioux dressed in the
soldiers’ and white men's clothing fought the soldiers ‘on the hill

The banks of the Littie Bighorn river were high. and the Sioux killed many of the soldiers while crossing. The
soldiers on the hill dug up the ground [i.e . made earth-works], and the soldiers and Sioux fought at long range,
sometimes the Sioux charging close up. The fight continued at long range until a Sioux man saw the walking soldiers
coming. When the walking soldiers came near the Sioux became afraid and ran away.
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The Little Horn Massacre
Latest Accounts of the Charge

New York Times

A Force of Four Thousand Indians in Position Attacked by Less Than Four Hundred Troops--Opinions of
Leading Army Officers of the Deed and lts C Feeling in the C y Over the Disaster

Special Dispatch to the New York Times

The dispatches giving an account of the slaughter of Gen. Custer's command, published by The Times of

y day, are confirmed and suppl d by official reports trom Gen. A.H. Terry, commanding the
expedition. On June 25 Gen. Custer's command came upon the main camp of Sitting Bull, and at once attacked
it, charging the thickest part of it with five companies, Major Reno, with seven companies attacking on the

other side. The soldiers were repulsed and a wholesale slaughter ensued. Gen. Custer. his brother, his nephew,
and his brother-in-law were killed, and not one of his detachment escaped The Indians surrounded Major
Reno's command and held them in the hills during a whole day, but Gibbon's command came up and the Indians
left. The number of killed is stated at 300 and the wounded at 31. Two hundred and seven men are said to have
been buried in one place. The list of kilied includes seventeen ioned officers.

It 1s the opinion of Army officers in Chicago, Wash and Philadelphi luding Gens. Sherman and
Sheridan, that Gen. Custer was rashly imprudent to attack such a large number of Indians, Sitting Bull's force
being 4,000 strong. Gen. Sherman thinks that the accounts of the disaster are exaggerated. The wounded
soldiers are being conveyed to Fort Lincoln. Additional details are anxiously awaited throughout the country.

Details of the Battle

Graphic Description of the Fighting--Major Reno's Command Under Fire for Two Days-- Every Man of
Custer’s Detachment Killed Except One Scout--Affecting Scenes When Relief Arrived

Special Dispatch to the New York Times

Chicago, July 6.--A special to the Times tonight from Bismarck, recounts most graphically the late encounter
with the Indians on the Little Big Horn. Gen. Custer left the Rosebud on June 22, with twelve companies of the
Seventh Cavalry, striking a trail where Reno left it, leading in the direction of the Little Horn. On the evening of
the 24th fresh trails were reported, and on the morning of the 25th an Indian village. twenty miles above the
mouth of the Little Hom was reported about three miles long and half a mile wide and fifteen miles away.
Custer pushed his command rapidly through They had made a march of seventy-eight miles in twenty-four
hf)urs preceding the battle When near the village it was discovered that the Indians were moving in hot haste as
if retreating. Reno, with seven companies of the Seventh Cavalry, was ordered to the left to attack the village at
its hcad‘, while Custer, with five companies, went to the right and commenced a vigorous attack. Reno felt of
thcm with three companies of cavalry, and was almost instantly surrounded, and after one hour or more of
vigorous ﬁghnng, during which he lost Lieuts. Hodgson and Mclntosh and Dr. Dewolf and twelve men, with
several Indian scouts killed and many wounded, he cut his way through to the river and gained a bluff 300 feet
n height, where he intrenched and was soon Joined by Col. Benton with four companies. In the meantime the
Indians msumed the attack, making repeated and desperate charges, which were repulsed with great slaughter to
the Indians. They gained higher ground than Reno occupied. and as their arms were longer range and better than

the cavalry's, they kept up a galling fire until nightﬁ\!l, During the night Reno strengthened his position, and was
prepared for another attack, which was made at daylight.

The day wore on. Reno had lost in killed and wounded a large portion of his c;m!h:a'nd; fmywo:: having:been‘
Killed before the bluff was reached, many of them in md to haqd with the I 3 e
them ten to one, and his men had been without water for t.hmy-snxnl‘;ogrs;. Eh: (suﬁ;:nszg ::I]ymwim it g
irs t i 1] hazards, ai 'ol. Benton
state of affairs they determined to reach the water at al d e e
f the Indians who were guarding the approach to the niver.
o ek :e mouth of the ravine through which the brave boys approached the river,

hooters were nearly opposite t ;
;?::I’&Se :t.;er:lsptwwas made): aﬁg though one man was killed and seven wounded the water was gained and the

command relieved. When the fighting ceased for the night Reno further prepared for attacks.

ad been forty-eight hours' fighting, with no word from Custer. Twenty-four hou;s more of fighting and
tTh];esmusl;wnse ended,ywhgx}: the lndiax%s abfndoned their villagg in great ha§te and confusnop. Reno knew then that
succor was near at hand. Gen Terry, with Gibbon commanding his own infantry, had arrived, and as the
comrades met men wept on each other's necks. Inquiries were then made for Custer, but none c_ould tell where
he was. Soon an officer came rushing into camp and related that he had founq Custer, dead, stripped tusked, but
not mutilated, and near him his two brothers, Col. Tom and Boston Custer. His brother-in-law, Col. Calhoun,
and his nephew Col. Yates Col. Keogh, Capt. Smith, Lieut. Crittenden, Lieut. Sturgis, Col. Cooke, Lieut.
Porter, Lieut. Harrington, Dr Lord, Mack Kellogg. the Bismarck Tribune correspondent, and 190 men and
scouts. Custer went into battle with Companies C, L, I, F, and E, of the Seventh Cavalry, and the staff and non-
commit d staff of his reg and a number of scouts, and only one Crow scout remained to tell the tale.
All are dead. Custer was surrounded on every side by Indians, and horses fell as they fought on skirmish line or
in line of battle. Custer was among the last who fell, but when his cheering voice was no longer heard, the
Indians made easy work of the remainder. The bodies of all save the newspaper correspondent were stripped,
and most of them were horribly mutilated. Custer's was not mutilated. He was shot through the body and
through the head. The troops cared for the wounded and buried the dead, and returned to their base for supplies
and instructions from the General of the Army.

Col. Smith arrived at Bismarck last night with thirty-five of the wounded. The Indians lost heavily in the battle
The Crow Scout survived by hiding in a ravine. He believes the Indians lost more than the whites. The village
numbered 1,800 lodges, and it is thought there were 4,000 warriors. Gen. Custer was directed by Gen. Terry to

find and feel of the Indians, but not to fight unless Terry arrived with infantry and with Gibbon's column. The
casualties foot up 261 killed and fifty-two wounded.
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